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The “All Economic Regulations Are Transparent Act” (ALERT Act) 

(Rep. Ratcliffe - Title II of H.R. 712, the “Sunshine for Regulations and Regulatory 

Decrees and Settlements Act of 2016”): 

 

Letting the Public Know What It Deserves to Know about New Regulations 
 

The Problem:  The Executive Branch Hides the Ball too Easily on Upcoming Regulations 

  

 Longstanding statutory and executive order requirements call upon the Executive Branch to 

make semiannual and annual disclosures about planned regulations and overall regulatory 

costs.  These disclosures are key to America’s job creators, who must plan for new 

regulations’ impacts on their budgets, operations and hiring.    

 The Obama Administration too often has failed to release its disclosures on time.  Most 

grievously, in 2012, the Administration made neither biannual disclosure until December 

2012, after the general election. 

 Even if made on time, currently required disclosures do not give real-time information about 

when regulations will be promulgated and what costs they will impose.  

 

The Solution:  the “ALERT Act” 
 

The ALERT Act fixes the problem by: 

 Forcing agencies to provide more detailed annual disclosures about planned regulations and 

their expected costs, final rules, and cumulative regulatory costs. 
 Requiring monthly, online updates of information on planned regulations and their expected 

costs, so those who will be affected by new regulations know in real-time what they need to 

know to plan for new regulations’ impacts on budgets, operations and hiring.  
 Preventing new regulations from becoming effective unless required disclosures are made 

during the six months preceding the regulations’ issuance. 

 

The “Alert Act” Delivers True Transparency. 

 

 President Obama promised, but failed to deliver, a transparent administration. 
 This legislation actually delivers – and enforces – true transparency regarding proposed 

regulations. 
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